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POLICY OF THE VIETNAM LAO DONG PARTY
TOWARD VARIOUS CLASSES OF FEOPLE

L‘Tbis report gives 1n full s pamphlet on the Vietnam Lac
Dong. Party {Labor Party of Vietnam), published by the Hung
Yen Province Information Service in the Viet Minh Zone.

The pamphlet reveals the policy of the Vietnam Lao Dong
Party toward the working class, peasants, intellectuals,
small merchents and shopkeepers, landowners, industrialists,

women, and religious groups.

The Vietnam Lao Dong Party is f{irmly resolved to liberate the people, to
destroy the feudal forces, to attain its objectives of completely eradicating
all feudal and semifeudal traces, to develop a popular democratic regime. 1o
realize an independent, united. {ree, prosperous Vietnam, and to hasten cociali

During the period o}‘ resistance and immediately following it, the Vietnam
Lao Dong Party has resolved to put into effect the following pclicies to pro-
mote a complete victory for our resistance movement and to lay the foundations

for the construction of a rich and powerful nation.

Struggle for Complete Victory

The peopls of Vistnam, closely united for a common causs art - “termined
to right to the end in order to exterminate the French colonianlis! invaders,
.oand win

crush the American interventionists, punish the Vietnamese traitors
national independence and union.

The resistance movement in Vietnam is 2 peopl~'s strugele. The wovereont
fighfs for all the people, on 2l frontc, and in e p:’olom;':r'.} wor, lha edomamr e
must pass through three phases: defensive, containment, and gener.l counter-

offensive.
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The main task of our resistance movement until the final victory has been
achieved will be to complete preparations for a general counteroffensive which
¥1ill lead us to victory. Tt is certain that the resistance of our p2ople is
bound to bring victory, but it is just as certain Lhat the fight will be long
and hard. To achieve complete victory, wc must mobilizs our resources, both
human and material, for the struggle, according to the motto: "all for the
battl-front: all for victory."

e must, however, maintain and ke2p in good condition the will of the
p20ple to struggle. At tha same time, we must take as our guide the following
stratigic principles for the resistance:

Orerations should take Place in all fields; political, economic, and
cultural.

liilitery operations on the battlefront must be closely coordinated with |LLEG|B
guerrilla and sabotage operations behind the enemy lines.

Vietnam's resistance activities should be correlated with those in
Camnodia and Laos and with the world struggle for peace and democracy.

Consolidation of the People's Front

The peoyl='s front oi' Vi-tnam is a union of all parties, groups, and
patrilots, without distinction of class, race, religion, or sz, for resistance
and reconstruction purposes.

The people's front is one of the main Coundat ions for th~ people's govern-
ment. It has a double mission: to organizs and educate the population so -
that the latter may o—ecute sovernment programs and to make known to the govern-
ment the wishes and thoughts of the population.

The Vietnam Lao Dong Party coopureates closely with all parties, groups.
ani persons in the reople's front on the basis o sincere union and friendly
eriticism, As a result of this cooperation all coneerned may progress to-
gether, on the basis of united cperations and consultation, to fight for =
common program and a basis of continuous cooperation in the resistance and
postresistance periods.

To strengthen th~ people's frant, we must unite the Viet Minh and the
Lien Viet; support the alliance of bl s, workers. and intellectusis as
the solid foundatlon of ths “ront; en: .n e private owners to participate in
Lo aud develop Lpe organi-

i
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~etions of th- front in the temporarily ocrupied ar2ag, in the religious : reas
and in the minority arcas: and consolidave fhn lrading rcle of th: p.cty fthin
the front
wilo < -

7 oposdtdve wov in the work of ths Licr

Lao Dong Part, ~nd the dJorking Ciass

The indusirial uorkers are tha most militant Segment of the working
c¢li255, which fc the most revolut lonary class In the nation.
Key position in the reconstruction of the naf fan. toth todey nl Loper-ca,
and ic the vanguard of the revolution.

W> know that iicang "uoc Vi-qt. who led th: Viat Minh in =he Anzust Revolu-
tion, and Ton Dus Thang. :.rese :
both come from the werking <.
wsoour country start from naw
supporting the resistance until now.

€5.  Moreover, we have seen the:
and bulia UL 20l nLe 1naus b
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Thus the Lao Dong Party, which befriends all the people, must begin by
making friends with the working class. It means that:

1. The party must help the Genoral Confederation of Labor of Vietnem so
that the workers' organization will be able to win over everyone in the working
class and educate them in Professional and political matters so that they may
carry out the nationa. production program and participate effectively in the
administration of national enterprises,

2. The party stands for the amelioration of the material and intellectual
standard of living of the workers.

A

3. The party favors the participation, as far as possible, of workers in
all levels of governmental organizations.

ILLEGIB

4. The party has solidarity with freternal vorkers in the temporarily )
occupied areas, as well as with those in the liberated areas. Everywhore the
party is the champion of workers' rights.

Lao Dong Party and the Peasants

Peasants are the militants of the ricefields. They are the bravest and
the most heroic fighters against famine and foreign ocggression. )

Hence the Vietnam Lao Dong Party pays nuch attention to the protection
or' the rights of the pemsants. The party manifesto states: "Peasants are
militent producers in villages. They should benefit from a reduction in land

‘r2nt and in interest rates and from reasonable land reforms."

This means that the party advocates:
1. Reduction or 25 percent in land rents and intzrest rates.

2. Advance of credit and secd to peasants and guidance for increased
production.

3. Reasonable land reforms, including temporary grants to Poor people
of the lands owned by French colonialists and Vietnamese traitors, redistri-
bution of communal lands, snud wtilruation v. lands owned by absentee proprictors.

L, Encouragement of peasant cooperatives to buy tnols and materiais, to
market products, and to dig canels and irrigatior. ditches.

In short. the pi'é"gre.m of ‘the Las Dong Party faor the prasants is to reais. e
the motto "lLand to thnse who till it" in oricr that they may have enough rro2
and clothing and that their lives may be enriched. ’ )

Lac Dong Party and the Intelloctual Workers

Intellectual workers in Viitnam have been suffering much undsar French
Occupation. . They are greatly oppressed and erushead. This accounts lurge.y
for their participation In all movemonts against the French. Inbteliochnel
worksrs. such as T:achers Tran Fhu ani Hn Euy Tap, Professors Fham Vaa Dong
and Vo llguyen Giap. Poet To Huu, Journalist Tran Huy Lieu, and Dr Pham Ngoe
Thach, wers among those who for decades built up the revolutionary mivensnt
and played ar important role in the Aurust Brvolution.  Now. nimost all
intelleciunls are in %=~ nks of the Res ‘stanes here they play & progre. -
sive role side by side with workers anu peasants.

RESTRLCTED
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Thus the Vietnam l2o -Dong Party has recognized that intellectual workers
represent a force which, combined with that of the workers and the peasants )
makes a solid trio that constitutes the foundation of the people's government
and the backbone of the united people's front.

We read in the party manifesto: "Intel’ectua) workers shall be encouraged
and aided so that their skills may be developed to the utmost."

In fact, Truong Chinh's "Marxism and Vietnamese Culture" and the establish-
ment of the Cultr»e and Arts Institute and of the Institute of Technology are
evidence of the concrete encouragement and aid given to our intellectual
workers for the vigorous development of their skills.

Lao Dong Party and the Small Msrchants and Shopkeepers

ILLEGIB

Included among small merchants and shopkeepers are peddlers, owners of
small shops, and craftsmen, “of whom there aras many in both urban and rural
areas.

Under French rule, they sufferad from heavy taxes, strict regulsations,
competition from big French industry, and usually ended up in bankruptcy,
want, and misery.

That is why the class of smal). merchants and shopkeepers cocperated with
the workers, peasants, and intellectual workers and contributed many loyal
militants to the Revolution. 1In the resistance movement they proved their
spirit of dedication to the nation’'s ssalvation by fighting on the battlefield,
by increasing production, and by furnishing supplies to our armed forces.

Hence we read in the party manifesto:  "Small merchants and shopkeepers
shall receive all necessary help to develop commarce and handicraft work."

The party aids small merchents and shopkeepers in many concrete ways;
for example, by establishing a credit institution to lend necessary capital,
by requesting the government to supply part of nesded raw materials, by open-
ing a wider market for handicrafts through government purchase orders, by
encouraging the formation of producers' and consumers' cooperatives when
necessary, by organizing and directing trade associations, and by promoting
a close union and cocperation beiween the urban and rural ar=as sc that
Peasants may have easier access to manufactured goods and the craftsmen to
food supplies,

Lxo Dung Party and Patriotic Landownars

Like the other classes of the population, the Vietnamese lanicwners are,
to some extent, also victims of oppression and exploitation. That is why the
patriotic landowners showed their sympathy toward the August Revolution and
gave their support to the government. And now in the temporarily occup:ad
and free zones we see numerous laniowners who are loyal to their country.
They reduce land rent and interest rates, offer their land as a gift to the
governm=nt, contribute to the cause cfi the resistance, participate in the
drive for increased production, take an active part in governmental organi-
zations, and work for the union of all classes in the Lien Vieh Frorntu.

Therefore, the Lao Dong Party, which guarantees the equitable rights of
all classes, must also guarantee the patriotic landowners their right to
receive reasonable rent., This means that, sxcept for those who sell out their
countrv and their faollow countrymen and vho abandon their 1and without any
Justifiable motive, all landowners who patriotically conform to rent-reduction
regulations hsve the right to receive their iand rent and the tenants have the

obligation to pay it to them.
N O
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Lao Dong Party and the Industrial Class

The industrial class in Vietnam had a hexd time under the colonial regime,
Many went bankrupt bacause of imperialist competition, while many others wanted
to go into business but failed to get the authorization. Therefore, except for
& small number who worked as slaves loyal to France, like Tran Van Huu, lackey
to the Bank of Indochine, the industrial class continued to harbor hatred
against the imperialists. They welcomed the August Revolution and helped our
Resistance by their contributions and their efforts for increased production.

Such men are national businessmen and should be eéncouraged; aided, and
oriented so that their enterprises may make a betber contribution to the
development of the national economy as stated in the manifesto of the Lao
Dong Party.

Encouragement sees to it that big enterprises no longer constitutes ”—LEGIB
ocutdated exploitation, but rather duty toward the resistance movement and
toward reconstruction.

Ald means that the government may and should advance credit to business-
men to erpand their means of production and their ability to buy raw materials
and machine tools; and that the government should buy & certain quantity of
industrial output to broaden their mar¥et,

Orientation means guidance given to our industrialists and businessmen to
davelop in such a way that the country and thae private citizens will cooperate
and the nation receive the most benefit, ellowing also the receipt of profitable
income for busin-ss.

Protection means that a customs system should be established in such a way
that goods from the imperialistic countries will not ®ill national industry by
their competition.

This whole program is based upon the principal of .eansonable harmony

between national and private interests and of protection and security for the
interests of workers and management .

Lao Dong Party and Women

Women formed a clase of persons very much oppressed in the old, corrupt,
feudal society. They could not participate in political and socisl gctivities.
Their status was inferior to that of men. This =xplains why they vare pioneers
in the movement demanding "equality betwesn Lhe sexes. ™ Recently, they have
been present in large numbers in the ranks of the revolution and ncw are very
enthusiastically supporting the Resistancs.

Hence the Vietnem Lao Dong Party stands for the liberation of vwomsan and
for the protection of theipr equitable rights by reslizing the motra "equaliby
betwesn sexes,” by elevating the position of women to the level of men, hy
encouraging the participation of mora and mor= women in all fields und 0ll
governmental organizations, and by protacting mothars and Bregnant wives.

Lao Dong Party and Relizion

There are several religions and cults in Vietnam. Imperialists tool ad-
vantage of this fact to oppress and divide religions and to lead Lhe reopls
astray in order to use many of them o realizc their war of aonqu=st.

- -
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By contrast, the position of the Iao Dong Party on religion is crystal
clear. That position is as follows:

The .party opposes the program of the enemy, who uses religion to delud
the people and disrupt the people'’'s front, .

The party respects and protects the freedom of worship of the people.

Because the party respects and protects freedom of worship, it is all the
more opposed to those who abuse religion in order to deceive our fellow country-
men. The party will punish those who take cover under religion in order to
masquerade their traitorous actions.

To respect and protect the freedom of worship means that the individual
is free to choose his belief and the ways of conducting his cult. There is ILLEGIB
no compulsion or restriction whatsoaver.

Furthermore, one can worship God and believe in Buddha and at the same
time belong to the Lao Dong Party, provided one is a resistant leading an
exemplary life characterized by work, economy, frugality, and justice, and

provided one places public interest above personal concerns, devoting one's
life to the service of the country, the people, and labor.

-END -
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